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 HERE FOR VISITS 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Please call or email to schedule a time, 

we would love to see you! 

 

• Free admission to the museum and archives 

• Subscription to The Homesteader, ECHS’s quarterly newsletter 

• 10% discount in the Museum Store (excluding consigned items) 

• Vote at the Annual Membership Meeting 

• Participation in the Time Travelers network of 300+ organizations 
     in 40+ states (www.timetravelers.mohistory.org) 

 
 

Categories, listed below, include all the benefits of membership at a 
higher level of financial support. We list our sponsors by category in The Homesteader as 
well as in guides to our special events. ECHS is a 501 © 3 organization your sponsorship 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP 

(Check One) 
 

____ Student $10   

         (ID required) 
 

____ Senior $10  

         (65 and up) 
 

____ Single $15 
 

____ Family $25  
 

____ Lifetime (Single) $500 
 

____ Lifetime (Couple) 

         $750 

LEVELS OF  

SPONSORSHIP 

(Check One) 
 

____ SCOUT  

         ($75 - $99) 
 

____ PIONEER  

         ($100 - $249) 
 

____ HOMESTEADER     

         ($250 - $499) 
 

____ SETTLER  

         ($500 - $999) 
 

____ BENEFACTOR    

         ($1,000+) 

NAME/BUSINESS _______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________ 
 

CITY _________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ________ 
 

PHONE ___________________ EMAIL _____________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to the ELLIS COUNTY HISTORICAL       
SOCIETY, or use a credit card below: 

 

___ Visa   ____ Mastercard   ____ American Express   ____ Discover 
 

Acc # ______________________  CVV# ______ Exp. Date _______ 
 

Signature ______________________________  Amount $ ________ 

ELLIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

FOR OFFICE USE: MEMBER #                     CHECK # _______________  AMT _______________  DATE ________________ PP________ 

You are a person who understands 
the value of history. 

    SPONSORSHIP: 

     MEMBER BENEFITS: 

Your membership will expire on  

 

 

 

Your most recent membership level is  

 

 

 

 

 

 
This agency is funded in part by the City of Hays and Ellis County Kansas. 

SPONSOR 

STEP UP 
BECOME A 

Mission Statement  (Adopted 2018): The Ellis County Historical Society Museum collects, 
preserves, and exhibits Ellis County History for the surrounding community and its visitors. 

the Homesteader 
Volume 40    Issue 4 (141)    Fall  2021 

2021 ECHS BOARD  
 

OFFICERS 
 

President                 

Priscilla Hunt 
 

Vice President  

Pam Grizzell 
 

Secretary          
Marco Macias 

  

Treasurer  

Matt Odom 
 

County Liaison 

Brad Ricke 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

Donna Maskus 
Lyle Johnston 
Debra Ludwig 

Derrick Pfannenstiel 
Holly Unrein 

Rob Wasinger 
Juti Winchester 
Alex Herman 
Darren Unrein 
Arden Kobler 
Brian Gribben 

John Walz 
 

ECHS STAFF 
 

Interim Director 

Amanda Rupp 
 

Curitorial, Book 
Keeping, Office 
Management, 

Programing and  

all around  
BEST TEAM EVER 

Adam Conkey 
Amanda Unrein 

 

Archivist 

Betty 
Macdonald 

 

CHEERS TO 

50 YEARS! 

We owe thanks and applause to those 

who put so much into saving our past’s 

future. Without them we would not have 

the impressive collections we have today. 



 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS: 
 

SATURDAY, OCT 30TH 
8:00 pm-10:00 pm   
HISTORIC HAUNTING: 
GHOST TALE  
TELLINGS —SE corner of 
7th & Fort (look for the 
campfire on the west end of  
our campus) 

Historical figures will tell 
tales of hauntings set in 
Historic Ellis County. 
Stone Church will host 
exhibit on cemeteries of 
Ellis County. Free Will 
Donations Appreciated. 
 
SATURDAY, NOV. 6TH 
ECHS 50 Year 
Anniversary ~  
2021 marks the 50 year  
anniversary of our  
incorporation. We look 
forward to honoring 
those who started the 
Ellis County Historical 
Society and reminiscing 
about the years since.  
 
SATURDAY, DEC. 4TH 
ART WALK  
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
STONE CHURCH 
“QUILTS!!” 
We are getting quilts out 
of the boxes to catalog 
them into our computer 
software. Which is a 
great time to show them 
off to the public. This ex-
hibit will be up through-
out the winter months. 
 
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT 
THE SATELLITE DISPLAY  

“FROM THE DEEP” 
AT THE BIG CREEK 
CROSSING MALL. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE INTERIM DIRECTOR 

Since the moment we stepped into our positions, earlier this year, the 
three A’s have repeatedly heard the lyrics “we like to move it move it” 
ominously playing in our heads. Much has been “shuffled” in a short 
period. One more big move is in the works for the remainder of 2021. 
An opportunity was presented by the Schmidt Foundation and ECHS 
is excited to utilize their offer. Eagle Plaza suite F-1 will be our new 
temporary home base for offices and select archives. This relocation 
will further assist in our efforts to reorganize all aspects of ECHS, 
specifically the offices. For over two years Brad Boyer (former ECHS 
board president) has allowed ECHS to use office spaces available in 
his building, the little dome, FREE OF CHARGE. For his helping 
hand we are extremely grateful.  
 

The ECHS board and staff are determined to move forward in posi-
tive ways and solidify plans on Saving Our Past’s Future. The Strate-
gic Planning committee is settled at the helm and in the next few 
months will be off to a good start. Finally, ECHS has secured an in-
tern for the summer 2022 semester from the FHSU Dane G. Hansen 
Internship program which offers another wonderful opportunity to col-
laborate with other entities and train future generations. 

The Ellis County Historical Society has extended an invitation to all 
Ellis County high schools and their students to participate in submit-
ting essays to be used as a primary resource in our archives. 
We are looking for documentation for future generations to utilize in 
understanding the ways in which the 2020 global pandemic affected 
the citizens of Ellis County. 
 

Do you like to read history? Are you curious about how things were 
done or how people lived? Do you ever wonder what people in the 
future will ask about our times? By participating in the ECHS 
Essays for Archives, our current students have a chance to speak to 
future generations about what it is like for their families to live during 
this first CoVid pandemic. They will become Ellis County’s voice of 
our generation by telling experiences of life during this historical 
time. The essays will held at the ECHS archives as primary re-
sources. 
 

I have been collaborating with Lisa Renz at Hays High School this 
past month and they have chosen to host a contest in conjunction 
with the, completely voluntary, essays. Hays High School students 
have a deadline of the end of October for entries to the school’s con-
test. After the judging, all essays will be released to ECHS 
archives. It is our hope that the other high schools in the area will 
participate to some extent and this will be one meaningful part of our 
efforts to Save Our Past’s Future. 
 

We require that each participant have a release signed by a parent/
guardian to submit an essay to our archives. 

ESSAYS FOR ARCHIVES 

THANK YOU  —  SPONSORS 

Velma L. Baker 
Richard Beal 

John & Sybil Brauer 

Stan “Bud” Dalton 

Donald Dailey* 

Tom & Patricia Drees 

Donna Dreiling 

Marilyn Ebersole 

Ralph Engel 

Lawrence & Eva Gould 

Gustin Appraisal, LLC 

Brian Gribben 

Roger & Nancy Harman 

Christopher Janzen 

Layton & Jerrie Kaiser 

JoAnn Koerner* 

Jim & Cherie Leiker 

Robert & Chris Luehrs 

Lee Madden 

Tim Miller 

Kaylynn Philip 

Brad & Amanda Ricke 

Melanie Roth 

Andy & Kathy Rupp* 

Cora Schulte 

Mary Kay Shippers 

Patsy Teller 

Darren & Amanda Unrein 

Derrick Unrein 

Holly Unrein 

John Vincent & Elizabeth Harris* 

Juti Winchester & Bob White 

Neil and Carolyn Younger* 

Benefactor ($1,000 and up) 
 

Settler ($500 to $999) 

Paul and Patricia Phillips          HAYS CVB* 

Pioneer ($100 to $249) 

Scout ($75 to $99) 

Albert & Priscilla Hunt             Ivan & Verda Werner 

Homesteader ($250 to $499) 

New Life Members:   Heather Robben and John Benkelman 
 
New Members:  Fred & Pam Joy 

* Big thank you to our recently joined/renewed sponsors. 

BANK OF HAYS 

Would you be so kind and review your expiration date on the back of this issue. We know these are busy days and renewing may have 
slipped through the cracks. Please renew today, we truly appreciate your support. 



Will you help get the word out to your family, friends and 
neighbors that Ellis County Historical Society is an entity 
that is excited for and desires their support?  

On the back of every newsletter is a  
member/sponsor form. 

MEMBERS AND SPONSORS 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

PASSAGES:  ECHS members who have 

                                passed since the last newsletter. 
They will be missed. 

Want to volunteer? 

Wilmer Kellogg 
Mike Pipkin 

ECHS is gathering together an army of volunteers. Serious work in 
reorganization and data entry of ECHS collections will begin after the 

new year.  And we would love to have your help! If you are thinking 

you may want to help, please fill out this volunteer questionnaire and 

return it to our current office at 1111 E 30th. 
We will contact you this winter to discuss opportunities for 

you to be involved. 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

Circle opportunities that interest you most: 

OFFICE/CLERICAL 

DATA ENTRY 

MAILINGS 

GIFT SHOP 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

EVENT PLANNING 

HISTORY 

CATALOGUING 

RESEARCH/LIBRARY 

CLEANING 

FUNDRAISING 

TOUR GUIDE 

DOCENT/TEACHING 

ARTS/CRAFTS 

ARCHIVES 

PUPLIC SPEAKING 

CARPENTRY 

PAINTING 

GENERAL REPAIR 

DESIGN/GRAPHICS 

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING 

Would you like to volunteer  as regular schedule   or   as needed?  (circle one) 

Days of the week you are available:   M  T  W  T   F  S  Sunday  (circle) 

Additional comments: 

It is true that none of this is possible without the help of our community. 

YOU ARE INVITED!  No need to RSVP! 

A come and go celebration will take place in our Historic Stone Church. Various speakers will pre-
sent topics relevant to Ellis County history including early fort history, Buffalo Bill and Louisa Cody, 
the figure of Jim Curry, Charles Sternberg, early German settlement and many others followed by 
Q&A. Gunfighter reenactments will start the event at 10:00 am and hold a new fight every two hours 
until 4:00 pm.  

Refreshments will be served. Stop by just to say hi or stay for the afternoon.  
All three out buildings will be open for touring. 

     10:00 am—4:00 pm 

Saturday, November 6th, 2021 

50th Anniversary Party 

Join us  
in the evening for  

a dance party from 
7:30 pm—Midnight 

Hays Area Theatre 
121 E 8th Street 

NO DOOR CHARGE!!  
Snack concessions and cocktails 

will be available for purchase.  
The drawing for our  

50th Anniversary Raffle  
will be held at 8:30 pm  

(need not be present to win)
Dance the evening away to  
Polka and Country Music 

10:00 AM—ELDEAN HOLTUS  
Kansas History 1873—Present 

 
11:00 AM —JAMES DREES  

Jim Curry and Vigilante Violence 
 

12 NOON —GREG HELLER 
Indian Wars and Kansas Forts 

 
1:00 PM —IAN TREVETHAN 

Sternberg in the West 
 

2:00 PM —GUY WINDHOLZ 
Bukovina German Immigrants 

 
3:00 PM —JERRY BRAUN 

Dolcette, Peter Bissing 
and the Family Legacies 



WE ARE OUT THERE 

For recent happenings or 
exciting news that did not 

make the newsletter... 

TOGETHER let us take pride in keeping Ellis County’s history alive. 
As you follow us in the coming months remember that even though 
we are unable to offer as many programs during reconstruction — 

hard work IS being done behind the scenes. 

Let’s Make Sure Our Past Has A Future 

HELP US GET 2,000 
FOLLOWERS BY 

CHRISTMAS 

The weather cooperated and we were able to set up our new Volga German travel exhibit at the park 
for Oktoberfest on October 1

st
 and 2

nd
. Informational panels told the tales of the Volga German peo-

ple who settled in the area while the artifacts displayed brought to life these ancestors. Wedding 
dresses, bressen board, and the model of the church at Catharine, among other items, expressed 
the pride and craftmanship that the Volga German immigrants brought with them to America.  
That pride and connection to our ancestors lives on today.  

WE ARE GRATEFUL 

Once again we send out a shout of appreciation to those 
volunteers who put in long hours this fall. Board members 
helped man the Oktoberfest booth and have been planning  
to make the 50th Anniversary a fun event. We thank you for  
your extra time and attention to our mission! A SPECIAL 
MENTION goes to Jerry Braun and his crew of high school 
students who, with short notice, stepped in and helped with 
some heavy lifting.  

IN OTHER NEWS 

What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Email us at director@echshays.org and offer a topic idea. 

ECHS’s top priority at this time is organizing our many precious collections in adequate and correct 
space. I know as a community we can accomplish that for our children and grandchildren.  
 

Every dollar counts. We will put to good use small, medium, and large donations. First we dream 
and then we set goals. We are not lacking in vision or elbow grease in Ellis County — our varied and 
proud history proves that we can accomplish great things — TOGETHER. 

The Volga German travel display made an appearance at 
the fall members meeting of American Historical Society of 
Germans from Russia on October 17

th
. It was well received 

and appreciated. The display will be available at more ven-
ues in the coming year. Have museum, will travel! 

         For some lighthearted bragging rights  
ECHS had stickers available which read (in German) 

 

 “My people are from 
‘Herzog’  

home of the best 
 _________  

in Western Kansas.” 
 

Each village was represented by its own sticker and color. 
Some interesting examples were given, “home of the best 
drinkers, lovers, bakers, dancers, musicians, card players” 
… just to name a few. 
 

Are you a western Kansas Volga German? 
Where are your people from? 
And what are they best at? 

AND WE ARE PROUD 


