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ADDRESS  _____________________________________________ 

 

CITY _________________________ STATE _____ ZIP __________ 

 

PHONE ___________________ EMAIL _______________________ 

Please make checks payable to the  ELLIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

or use a credit card below: 

 

___ Visa   ____ Mastercard   ____ American Express   ____ Discover 

 

Acc # ______________________  CVV# ______ Exp. Date _______ 

 

Signature ______________________________  Amount $ ________ 

Ellis County Historical Society  

100 W 7th 

Hays, KS 67601 

Phone: (785) 628-2624 

director@echshays.org 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Hays, KS 67601 

Permit No. 27 

Return Service Requested 

 

____ Student $10   

         (ID required) 

 

____ Senior $10  

         (65 and up) 

 

____ Single $15 

 

____ Family $25  

 

____ Lifetime $500 

        (Single)   

____ Lifetime $750 

        (Couple) 

          

____ SCOUT ($75 - $99) 

 

____ PIONEER ($100 - $249) 

 

____ HOMESTEADER ($250 - $499) 

 

____ SETTLER ($500 - $999) 

 

____ BENEFACTOR ($1,000- $1499) 

 

____AMBASSADOR ($1500+) 

FOR OFFICE USE: MEMBER #                     CHECK # _____________  AMT _______________  DATE ________________ PP________ 

Your membership will expire on  

 

 

 

Your most recent membership level is  

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

You are a person who 

understands the value 

of history. 

NAME/BUSINESS _________________________________________ 

Gifted Membership from: 

New Family Membership Special $15 
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Mission Statement  (Adopted 2018): The Ellis County Historical Society Museum collects, 

preserves, and exhibits Ellis County History for the surrounding community and its visitors. 
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Cheryl Stramel 
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Brad Ricke 
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Donna Maskus 

Lyle Johnston 

Debra Ludwig 

Holly Unrein 

Juti Winchester 

Jerry Braun 

Norman Clark 

Braden Splichal 

Greg Atkins 

Mary Kay Schippers 

Cynthia Stone 

Marco Macias 

ECHS STAFF 

Executive Director 

Amanda Rupp 

Curator 

Adam Conkey 
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Betty Macdonald 

         …And we’re staying. For those of you who have been following 

the Ellis County Historical Society for the past three tumultuous years,        

you know that statement speaks volumes. There are even some people 

out there who wondered a time or two if ECHS would fold and disappear 

into oblivion. I know this because I was one of them. 

No follower of ECHS would disagree that the past three years have     

been over-the-top disastrous, but not all of you may be aware that the 

Society’s problems actually began long before that. Please allow me a 

quick recap of the past decade to bring you up to speed: 

We need MORE ROOM for artifacts, okay let’s build storage shelves 

in the subbasement of the Stone Church, yay we got a LARGE     

donation of historically significant artifacts, but there is absolutely 

NO MORE ROOM for ANY artifacts in the Brick Church, okay let’s 

rent storage space for now, but renting is SO EXPENSIVE,         

okay maybe we should build a new storage facility,                   

NOW THE BRICK CHURCH ROOF IS LEAKING!                           

Okay we have to move artifacts away from the leak and fix the roof,                    

but what about the WALL DAMAGE?                                                             

Okay, maybe we should just demolish the Brick Church and build    

a new facility with adequate storage and display space,                

DEMOLISH THAT CHURCH OVER MY DEAD BODY!                                           

Okay, we’ll just keep renting storage,                                      

NOW THE SUBBBASEMENT WALLS ARE LEAKING!                                                           

Okay, now where do we move those artifacts?                           

AND THERE’S MOLD!                                                                

Okay that’s a health hazard, we’ve got to get out                               

of here and move the staff,                                                                                    

OUR RENTED STORAGE SPACE ROOF IS LEAKING!                    

Okay move those artifacts away from the leak,                          

OUR DIRECTOR RESIGNED!                                                     

Okay we have to find an interim director quickly,                 

COVID?! SERIOUSLY?!                                                               

Okay we have to close our doors,                                              

OUR INTERIM DIRECTOR RESIGNED TO MOVE BACK HOME!                         

Okay we’ll figure this out as soon as our doors open again,        

NOW OUR RENTED STORAGE BUILDING SOLD!                         

Okay get the trailers we’re moving artifacts again,                     

OUR TEMPORARY STAFF BUILDING IS UP FOR SALE TOO?!                               

ARE YOU KIDDING ME?! 

Continued on page  4  

We’re Home.. Submitted By  Trustee Mary Kay Schippers 
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FRIDAY, Dec 9th 

9am –10am        

Basement 100 w 7th, 

Hays 

Ribbon Cutting  

Hays Chamber will honor 

ECHS new offices with a 

ribbon cutting ceremony. 

A light reception will be 

held. Public is welcome to 

attend and check out the 

new space. 

 

MONDAY, Jan 30th 

7pm, Basement 

Gathering Space    

100 W 7th, Hays 

ECHS Annual Meeting 

of Members 

Heartland Foundation  

Director Sarah Meitner 

will share about free    

estate planning and     

endowment giving offered 

through Dane G. Hansen. 

ECHS business meeting 

will follow with board 

elections.  

 

SATURDAY, Feb 18th 

TBA  

Volunteer Appreciation 

Banquet 

 

SATURDAY, March 4  

121 E 8th, Hays 

1st Annual  ECHS Twist 

–n– Shout Trivia Night 

Fundraiser 

Team-up and test your 

general knowledge.   

Have a great time for a 

great cause! Chili supper 

will be available before 

play begins. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

So many wonderful things have been happening around here    
I barely know where to begin. As you have already read, ECHS 
offices were moved back into the brick building beginning of 
November! A huge thank you to Trustee Mary Kay Schippers 
and Trustee Deb Ludwig who apparently enjoy painting (wink, 
wink). They spent hours volunteering for the final touches.    
Fittingly I have included a picture of my desk for this article of 
“From the Desk of the Director.” Still some boxes to unpack, 
but boy does it feel good to 
get things into place, like 
their actual place! Now the 
true organizing can take  
off. Obsolete business files 
and out of place archive  
articles are all being sorted. 
Curator Adam Conkey has 
been pleasantly lost in the 
archives room assembling 
the shelving and arranging 
material. The bulk of the 
supplies and business file 
sorting is being taken on  
by Trustee Donna Maskus 
and Treasurer Cheryl 
Stramel. I cannot thank 
these gals enough for    
their time and diligence. 

We have applied for multiple grants this last quarter. Some have 
even already been received. Also, we are closing in on the final    
details of the lease agreement with the Victoria Community Coalition 
(VCC) building, now named “St. John’s Place.” ECHS booth at        
Oktoberfest was a huge success (even if I was unable to join in the 
fun—that dang covid hit my household). Speaking of Oktoberfest,    
if you were not able to try our Spitzbuben cookies you really missed 
out. All three flavors, strawberry, grape and peach, were a hit. We 
sold around 80 dozen and are already making plans for next year. 
Our assembly line will need to grow. 

Carpet and color choices look so nice! 

Couple missing from the photo but pictured here from              

left to right: Adam Conkey, Priscilla Hunt, Cheryl Stramel,                   

Norman Clark, Donna Maskus, Deb Ludwig, Cynthia Stone. 

YUM 

YUMM 

YUMMM! 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
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THANK YOU  —  SPONSORS 

Richard Beal & JoAnn Scurlock 

John & Sybil Brauer 

Jerry Braun 

Glen & Amy Braun 

Steve & Sherry Crow 

Stan “Bud” Dalton 

Tom & Patricia Drees 

Marilyn Ebersole 

James Feyerherm* 

Field Abstract & Title LLC* 

Lawrence & Eva Gould 

Keith Gustin 

Roger & Nancy Harman 

Christopher Janzen 

Layton & Jerry Kaiser 

JoAnn Koerner 

Lyn & Janis Lee* 

Jim & Cherie Leiker 

Robert & Chris Luehrs 

Jack & Peggy McCullick 

Tim Miller 

Robert Pfeifer* 

Brad & Amanda Ricke 

Colleen Ricke* 

Andy & Kathy Rupp 

William & Renetta Saba 

Brent & Sasha Schippers* 

Jared & Marli Schippers* 

Cora Schulte 

Cynthia Goetz Stone 

Gene & Cheryl Stramel* 

Sunflower Electric* 

Patsy Teller 

Glenn & Holly Unrein 

John Vincent & Elizabeth Harris 

Tom & Barbara Wasinger* 

Paul Wertenberger Construction* 

Juti Winchester & Bob White 

Neil and Carolyn Younger 

Benefactor ($1,000- $1499) Settler ($500 to $999) 

Paul & Patricia Phillips         

HAYS CVB                                   

Pioneer ($100 to $249) 

Scout ($75 to $99) Jean Stramel*       Stephen & Joanne Tramel 

Homesteader ($250 to $499) 

* Big thank you to our recently joined/renewed at higher level sponsors. 

Insurance Planning           

Brian Gribben         

Downing Nelson Oil 

JEFF PINKNEY  CPA, Inc.  

HAYS LIONS CLUB 

AMBASSADOR ($1500+) 

WERTH WEALTH MANAGEMENT LLC                       

LYLE NOORDHOEK 

Sponsorship dues go directly to operating expenses of the society. Staff, utilities, insurances etc. are all an     

important part of regular business even for a non-profit. ECHS depends on public funding for a large  portion      

of operating expenses but those are subsidized with private donations like memberships. A sponsorship is a 

membership at a higher level of support. 

Kiwanis Club of Hays*  

Classic Quality Body Shop* 

Danny & Sandy Jacobs* 

Melanie Roth* 
Danial & Mary Kay Schippers 

Leona Madden*         
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For recent happenings or exciting news that did not make the newsletter... 

Would you be so kind and review your expiration date on the back of this issue.  We know these are busy days      

and  renewing may have slipped through the cracks. ——-Please renew today, we truly appreciate your support. 

WE ARE GRATEFUL 

For all those who truly understand the value of history. 

Since the summer newsletter news  

has come in on the City of Hays budget  

request from ECHS for the amount of 

one dollar for every citizen of Hays. 

I am thrilled to say they granted our entire ask of 

$21,116!  

Capital Donors 
As our plans begin to be realized the need for funds obviously increases by purpose. ECHS is blessed to have 

growing support throughout the community. Although general operating funds are in most need currently, these 

capital funds set the timeline and pace for accomplishing our larger goals. Unlike membership and sponsorship 

dues, these gifts are sometimes a one time donation and the money donated goes directly towards capital     

improvements, it is not put into our general operating budget.  

We would like to recognize these supporters. So, beginning in 2023, ECHS newsletters will share the names of 

Capital Donors. As we have two major projects to raise funds for every donor can choose where their gift is   

allocated, including general improvement use. This notation will accompany their name.  These names will   

remain on the newsletter for the given year. We truly appreciate their gifts of every size. 

Names of donors who have given to this cause over the past year will be recognized at the Annual Meeting of 

Members this coming January. 

Brent & Sasha Schippers 

Jared & Marli Schippers 

Jerry & Robba Moran 

Thomas & Barbara Wasinger 

GracyMary Melvin 

Lyn Janis Lee 

Taylor & Cheryl Bemis 

Shelton & Cheryl Renz 

Codi & Don Fenwick  

Becky Clark  

James Burk  

Dennis Hays 

Rose Rofford 

Paul Wertenberger Construction  

Field Abstract & Title LLC. 

Roxanne Zimmerman 

Michael Creach 

Geri Dreiling 

New and Returning Members 
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The tardy newsletter gives me a chance to include news of my trip to the Kansas Museum    
Association (KMA) 2022 Annual Conference. I was a scholarship recipient for KMA, which not 
only gifted me registration for free but paid $300 worth of travel and lodging expenses for    
the three day conference. Held in Topeka, November 7th, 8th, and 9th , I had the pleasure of 
meeting museum administration and staff from all over Kansas. 

I found Keynote speaker Dr. Falk’s presentation on “The Value of Museums” especially     
poignant. His research on the public’s personal museum experiences and translating that into 
monetary value is something I will be referencing in many of my conversations with the city 
and county during budget evaluations. Other topics I enjoyed were “Low-Cost, High-Quality,” 
and especially “Seriously Useful Technology for Small Museums.” Above all activities I believe  
I gained the most from the roundtable discussions. I was able to chat with representatives 
from the entities I will be writing grant requests to in an informal setting, that was extremely 
helpful. Hearing other’s questions or proposals even gave me some ideas! The receptions and 
informal conversation times are among the favorite part of the conference. It was wonderful to 
get to know KMA board members and learn where their museum passions lie. The late-night 
talks in the hotel common area were not only fun but very informative too! I think this is not 
only due to the dedicated planning that goes into this event but speaks to the quality of people 
whom attend. I am honored to belong to this wonderful group and I believe it will serve many      
purposes for Ellis County Historical Society going forward. 

Ellis County Historical Society was also well noticed at the awards ceremony. In addition to  
receiving the scholarship, we also received an award for best graphic design for a project with 
a budget under $10,000 and a $500 grant for a negative scanner to be used for the HDN neg-
atives project.  

I’m signing off with the exciting news that the Kansas Museum Association 
Annual Conference will be held in HAYS in November 2023! 

 To say we have been busy is a gross understatement.                                 
 I have squeezed out every last minute of my 30 hour/wk position and 
 still would not have gotten half of this accomplished without the help     
 of wonderful volunteers.  

Intern Jeanne is back with us for the school year through the Next-Gen Roundup for Youth   
Program. She will be starting on the first project to be lined up for volunteers – scanning Hays 
Daily News photo negatives. 

Our committees have been hard at it as well.  

• A revised strategic plan will be ready and presented at the Annual Meeting of Members.  

• The Budget committee has been meeting monthly to outline a true picture of our finances.     
Trustee Cynthia Stone has been processing QB transactions and monthly bills in the absence 
of a paid bookkeeper. 

• Committee chair Jerry Braun has the annual volunteer appreciation banquet in the works  
for early 2023.  

• Membership rejoin mailers were sent out to members and sponsors who have gotten lost in 
the shuffle over the past few years. We remember you and are excited to have you back—
our numbers are growing!  

• The Twist and Shout Trivia night committee was raring to go but remember I mentioned 
covid earlier, yeah it kind of got in the way. The trivia fundraiser is rescheduled for March 
2023 and it is guaranteed to be a blast. 
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While all of that was going on, I was a mere  by-

stander. And so, I heartily applaud those people 

in the trenches who persevered through all the 

adversity, determined that ECHS would live to 

see another day. Ellis County has such an unbe-

lievably diverse and rich history, it would have 

truly been a tragedy had ECHS shut their doors 

and walked away. A huge ‘thank you’ to those 

who stayed. 

And now we’re back. In the Brick Church. On Main 

Street. Every roof on the property has been fixed.    

We have a Director. A really good one. We also have   

a Curator. A really good one. And through a generous 

donation from an anonymous friend of the Society,   

the basement has been remodeled, cleaned of mold, 

and our Director and Curator are back at work in the 

Brick Church. There will be regular hours when visitors 

can research their family history and access archives. 

There will be space for meetings and social events.     

A ramp to the Stone Church will be built soon so every-

one can access our current gallery. The stone walls will 

be fixed next spring along with replacing gutters. 

That’s the good news. The bad news is that there is 

still much to do before ECHS can open all its doors,   

fully display its artifacts and effectively share the 

amazing history of Ellis County.       

There are still space concerns, and there 

are still serious problems with the aging, 

brick building. So, when will those     

concern be addressed? Well, dear friends, 

that really depends on you. ECHS is mov-

ing in the right direction and goals have 

been established, but we will need your 

financial assistance to achieve them. Will 

you remain a bystander?                      

Or will you – as I finally did – decide that 

our history is too precious to allow it to 

disappear into oblivion.   

Sigh, get the trailers, we’re moving       

staff to a new rental,                                              

HOW MANY TIMES DO WE HAVE TO 

MOVE THESE STUPID FILE CABINETS?! 

..
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Check out the store at  www.echshays.org 

 

Shirt Sale! 

Regularly $20  SALE PRICE $17 

“Yelling” SHIRT COLORS 

Galap Blue 

Maroon 

Graphite Heather 

 

“Seeds” SHIRT COLORS 

Black 

Prairie Dust 

Stone Blue 

Call or check website                             

for size and color availability. 

All proceeds from shirt sales go to the Victoria ECHS Sister Site project! 

ECHS Memberships make a great gift for those hard to buy for relatives or friends. 

Especially those with ties to Ellis County. Each membership/sponsorship supports 

the society’s efforts to SAVE OUR PAST’S FUTURE! 

HOLIDAY FIRST TIME FAMILY MEMBERSHIP PRICE JUST $15! 
To gift a membership of any level, just fill out the form on the back of this newsletter and 

send it to the office address. For holiday family price fill out and check the “Gift From” box. 

We will send them the membership and a note of who it is gifted from. 

* 

America Historical Society of Germans from Russia have reprinted the book 

“Wir Wollen Deutsche Bleiben” and we have it for sale in our gift shop.  

It’s Back by Popular Demand! 

The story of the Volga Germans. Easy-to-read book, in English, packed with photos, poems, songs 

and stories of Volga Germans   both in Russia and the U.S. The complete history of a people that 

helped settle and create the agriculture of the Midwest. A poignant glance at what life would be 

like if your forebears hadn't migrated.  
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The $ituation General summary of the grants awarded and other 

special donations to ECHS this year. 

GRANT SPECIAL PROJECTS: 

• Midwest Energy Community Grant (Spring cycle) - $400 towards computer initiative 

• Heartland Community Foundation Grant (Spring cycle) - $4,000 towards Historic Stone 

Church entrance ramp 

• Fort Hays State University/Dane G. Hansen Internship Grant—Summer intern 40 hour 

weeks for 9 weeks 

• Next-Gen Roundup for Youth Internship Grant—$2156.16      

towards summer intern 

• Dane G. Hansen Arts Grant—$250 towards Big Bang Event    

performance of Jeff Davidson 

• SHPO/First Care Clinic—$1647.83 towards future display on 

downtown Hays mid-century architecture  

• Kansas Museum Association—Conference Scholarship            

registration (worth $200) and travel expense stipend $300 

• Kansas Museum Association—$500 towards photo negative 

scanning project  

• 2 GRANT REQUESTS STILL PENDING 

RESTRICTED CAPITAL FUNDS: 

• Raised a total of $39,500 towards office remodel and building improvements (Hays) 

• $101,000 in donations towards sister site development (Victoria) 

(MORE ON THESE SPECIAL DONORS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN JANUARY) 

Director Rupp Accepting Graphic Design Award at KMA Conference 

A Extra Special Thanks 

$20,000 Donation 

The Schmidt Foundation appreciates the value 

of history and understands the organization’s 

operation needs for buildings and staff.  We 

appreciate their continued support to ECHS 

and the county of Ellis. 

Grants and Capital funds do not get used for general operating costs. 
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As tan lines faded and summer waved goodbye, ECHS closed our exhibit of the     

Sternberg Firearms Collection on Saturday, September 3rd with an afternoon of BIG 

BANG family fun!  

Admission was 

free for all   

exhibits,     

outbuildings, 

and events.  

The Local Food Truck, owned by Kathryn Hafliger, was 

on campus at Noon to offer many menu favorites with 

portion sizes to feed your family.   

Jeff Davidson, Western History Entertainer, performed 

two shows. Jeff’s was sponsored by a Dane G. Hansen 

NW Kansas Arts Grant and Classic Quality Body Shop. 

With a mix of live music and history, Jeff gave us songs 

to traipse the Kansas plains, closing with a crowd       

favorite of “Home on The Range”. 

Big Bang was a Big Hit! 
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Before hibernation season set upon us, our friends from the Sternberg Museum brought 

live reptiles to our campus much to the excitement of our young crowd and those brave 

enough to pet our animal visitors. 

Grace Splichal, art teacher extraordinaire, created covered wagons with the kiddos and 

explored how pioneers packed for their road trips. You can still pick up a free copy of 

“Travel on the Trail”, a learn and color booklet for the whole family, at our book store in 

our offices at 7th & Main.  

The Ax Throwing (inflatable), sponsored by The Fort, was busy all day as we practiced 

our skill with fun competitions. 

In honor of summer’s best, we included water events sponsored in part by               

Classic Quality Body Shop, Orscheln’s, and The Hays Greenhouse.  

In the water gun arena the kids could fight each other, climbing and hiding behind  

straw bales. And they enjoyed battles against our new sheriff in town – Board Trustee 

Jerry Braun. It was a great wet and wild game for a hot day. 

The top hit of the day was a water balloon sling shot built by Board Trustee Brad Ricke, 

owner of Cottonwood Grove Woodworking. The water balloon cannons not only hit the 

targets they flew far far away… up and over the ECHS house next door.  

Watch for our family events in 2023—  

we will buy many more water ballons 

At our panning for gold pools, the kids discovered 

glittering rock amidst the water and sand donated 

by The Hays Greenhouse. They found real treas-

ure in quarters, dimes, and nickels, deposited in 

the pools by Board Trustee Greg Atkins. 
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A special THANK YOU to our Board of Trustees and our many            

volunteers who make these events possible and are dedicated to 

our vision of SAVING OUR PAST’S FUTURE! 

Two winners     

were drawn from the hopper 

for the gun raffle prizes.   

Kevin Karlin won the Henry 

Big Boy Steel Rifle and Chris 

Neeley was the winner of the 

Uberti 1873 Cattleman Pistol.   

Thank you to everyone for 

your support of our raffle! 

Three door prizes were also 

drawn from those entered 

who were in attendance. 


